Head; the Long-room was to be left to Armſtrone, who was to get marvellous Riches by being recommen 


From a Gentleman at Scarbrough, to his Friend 
at Zorꝶ, concerning the late Election. 


Dear S 1 R, | 1 SCARBROUCH, December 10, 1744. | 


) 


when all Men believ'd there could be no Conteſt ; I will give you the beſt Account I can of this extraor- 
dinary Affair, for in Truth ſo it is, that two Perſons ſhould contend and throw away a Borough, who had.. 
actually before the Conteſt began 32 Votes out of 44, and of which no Power or Influence whatſoever _ 

could poſlibly have diſpoſſels'd them; but of this we have no Reaſon to complain. . | 
You are not unacquainted, Sir, that for many Years together this Town was embroild with Law-ſuits,- and that 
Hebden, Lewen, Armſtrong, and others of that Side, were disfranchis'd, ftrip'd of their Votes and Priviledges by our 
Party, who poſleſs'd themſelves (rightfully as I thought) of the Power of the Corporation: That Hebden and his 
Party grew quite exhauſted, Money or Friends they had none, their Suits were at a Stand, ſeveral declar'd they were 
undone, and all offer'd to ſurrender at Diſcretion to us, their Adverſaries ; but we 20i/e and ſagacious Men ſtrutted, 
look'd big, and gallantly refus'd the Borough, becauſe offer'd by thoſe we hated and deſpis d; after which I left them. 
In this Situation things ſtood in Auguſt, 1742, and then Hebden and Lewer, drove to their laſt Shifts, made their 
utmoſt Efforts with the Gentlemen at the Spaw for Help. A Perſon of Fortune told me he rejected their Offers, and 
would not engage in their Broils, and I have heard ſeveral others did ſo too; but at laſt they had better Luck, and 
pick'd up a Geutleman from the Meſt-riding, tho' not without many Refuſals, as I have heard. This Gentleman 
was Mr. Burroughs; with him a Treaty was ſet on foot, to him the next Election was offer'd, as it had been to many 
others, if they prov'd victorious in their Suits. On the other hand, Mr. B------ intending, as tis now well known, 


| : S you are defirous to know what paſs'd here this Summer, and ſeem ſurpriz'd at a conteſted Election, 


to found an Intereſt for L- C------ , inſiſted he ſhould be made a Party, and invited into the Meaſure, which being 
agreed to, Mr. B------, by Letter, acquainted him therewith; and upon a ſpecial Invitation Hebder, Lewer, Harriſon, 


the Town-clerk, and Mr. B------, deputed from the Body, attended L--- C------ with the following Inftrument, 
which is now in every one's hand here, and is to this Effect. | 


Ata Meeting of ſeveral of the Community of the Borough of Sca RBOROUGH, on the 26th Day of 


Auguſt, 1742. 


W* EREAS ſeveral expenſive Law-ſuits have been lng depending, touching the Right of the Bailiffs and other Officer 


” . of the ſaid Borough; and whereas we who have hereunto ſubſcribed our Names, are deſirous that the Corporation 
ſpould be reſtored to its ancient Eftabliſhment 3 for the obtainting whereof we humbly requef# the Right Honourable the E--- of 
C------ to aſſiſt us with his Fudgment and Opinion; and if any Difference ſhould ariſe amongſt us, touching the Re-eftabliſhment 
of the ſaid Borough, to determine the ſame. And whereas ſeveral Proceedings in the King's Bench are neceſſary to bring us to 
ſuch Re- eflabliſhment, we judge it neceſſary that ſome Gentleman of Integrity, whoſe Regard for our Concerns may be rely'd 
on, ſhould undertake the Management and Charge of the ſame in London: We: therefore agree that it be referr'd to S. 
B------ „Eq; to undertake the ſame. And we do hereby, in Conſideration of ſuch Services, unanimouſly promiſe to give bim 


dur Votes and Intereſts at the next Election. 


This Inftrument, ſolemnly executed and agreed to by Hebden, Lewen, a, and a Majority of the legal Voters, 


was depoſited one Part with L--- C „and a Counter-part with Mr. B.. 5 | : 
IL C. having thus agreed to the Meaſure, the Points to be gain'd in the King's Bench, were, Fir/, Infor- 


mations to pull down the old illegal Corporation, as it was call'd. Secondly, A Mandamus to ere& a new one, upon 
the foot of the Statute. For theſe Purpoſes Money was advanc'd by Mr. B , and the Scheme ſo vigorouſly 
purſued, that the old Corporation was demoliſh'd much ſooner than was expected, a Mandamus was obtain'd, a new 
Corporation, with new Members was erected; and Helden, Lewen, Armſirong, and their Party were reſtor'd to their 
Votes, and in fact, to the whole Power of the Town; upon which our Ears were.deafen'd with their Triumph, 
L--- C------ was their great Patron, Mr. B------ their Saviour and Deliverer; the latter they elected their Recorder, 
and even both Sides referr'd to his Deciſion all their Differences whatſoever. In ſhort, Mr. B.- prepar'd their 
Addreſſes, did all the Buſineſs of the Porte for ſeveral Years, till the Month of Auguſt laſt. But I could have told 
the Gentleman, had I been then acquainted with him, ef ſome certain Perſons who never had a Friend but they 
Betray d, never receiv'd a Benefit but they forgot it, nor never made a Promiſe but they broke, if they could get by it. 


Mr. Themp/jon, as you know, died ſoon after the Parliament was up, and the general Voice ran ftrong with Mr. 


B------ „ he was to be elected without Oppolition, and who cou'd oppoſe him, with 32 Votes out of 444 
At this Time the News-papers told us L--- C------ was to have a R-bb-n, a P--ce, and that a Relation was 


| Governor of the Caſtle. Upon this away goes Nabden in queſt of Preferment to C. H. and home he comes with 
Joy, and declares he PE oreracn of the Caſtle, and accordingly enters upon his Poſt, goes About giving 


rders and Directions, was petition'd for Places, grew inſolent in Office, (for Power often makes Men giddy) bur 
lo! in about a Month's Time, in the Height of his Glory, came the unfortunate News that Mr. Hill was a pointed 


Governor. Lerven, during this Time, had Caſtles in his Head too, grew envious at his Brother's good Fortune, 
ba 


and had his Eye upon Preferment, either at home or abroad, no matter which, he was ſoon _y Fes has 
0 
the Buſineſs of the Spaw Seaſon. And now it began to be firſt Whiſper'd that Mr. B------ » after all, was not to 
be the Man; but how Hebder, Lewen and Arm/trong ſhould get rid of their Engagements was the Queſtion, 'but it 
muſt be done, maugre all Engagements, and very ſoon an Expedient was hit on. On the 24th of Jah a Common 
Houſe was ſummon d, upon a Pretence of ſome other Buſineſs, but in fact for no other Purpoſe than to get a Vote 
paſs'd to give the /o/e Nomination of the Member to L C------ ; if this could be got, the Engagement was at 
once len up and difſſiv/ed. Accordingly, Harriſin the Town-clerk, a Man of Subtilty and Skill, was to _— 


* 
1 . 


1 


this myſterious Affair j it r mere sd the Vote, a Debate aroſe upon it, and it was rejected with great 
Warmth: A Gentleman then in the Houſe, always conſiſtent with himſelf, often declar'd he was fir'd with the 


| higheſt Indignation to ſee thefe Men ſtabing, in a clandeſtine Manner, their Benefactor to the Heart, him who 
actually ſav'd them from Ruin, when all Mankind gave them up; him who gave them the very Seats they ſat on, 


and the Votes they were prepared to give againſt him; however, this Attempt failing, damp'd, for the preſent, the 
Deſign of ſeting the Engagement aſide. A few Days afterwards came a Meſſage to the Electors, That Mr. B----- N 
was a very honeſt Gentleman, and L- C------ defir'd them to perform their Engagement with him, but ſhould look pn 

it as no Compliment to himſelf, and hoped for their Intereft at the next general Election. Had this ſurprizing Meſſage, 
which many took down in Writing, reſted here, there could have been no Oppoſition, but that was not 


intended. 


robo e faid he had defir'd the Electors to perform their Engagement, and that was all-he wanted, "adding, That as 
be ha 


Viſits, were then actually at work making all the Intereſt they could againſt him. 


Mr. B------ , ſeeing this moſt powerful Attack, and being betray'd by Helden, Lewen and Armſtrong, (by the 
Advice of his Friends) propos'd to retire, having a Satisfaction for his Expences, or to refer the Matter to the Mi- 
niſter himſelf ; but Gals Propoſals not being accepted, (for which 'tis difficult to find a Reaſon) his Friends ad- 
vis'd him to ſtand his Ground, let the Conſequence be what it would; and now Hoftilities began on both Sides: 
TheAgent went about raving and telling the EleQors that L--- C------ never promiſs'd Mr. B------ ; that L--- 


| C------'s Name only procured the Informations and Mandamus for ſettling the Corporation. Whether Names 


can procure Mandamus's to ſettle Corporations, or no, they at Veſtminſter beſt know. But ſuppoſe L C 
never promis'd, what had he to promiſe ? the Majority had before promiſed and engaged, and ſo nothing re- 
af 2 for any other to promiſe. *Tis therefore probable a Promiſe was neither made nor aſk'd. Then it was 
ſaid the Engagement was void, and carry'd Bribery in the Face on't ; that the Election ſhould be ſet aſide, if 
Mr. B------ was elected; that it was down-right Corruption to perform it; and Heber, Lemen and Armſtrong, 
were clearly convinc'd they could not-in Conſcience perform their Engagement with Mr. B------ „without incurring 
the abominable Sin of Corruption, and ſo oppoſed him with all their Force. You will tell me, perhaps, it is not 
New for Gentlemen to be deceiv'd by Borough-men ; and 'tis true, but here was a Set of Men reliev'd out of the 
greateſt Diſtreſſes; their Ship ſinking in a Storm, the Crew crying out for Help, and nobody to help them; at laſt a 
Perſon was found to attempt their Deliverance, he ſucceeds, brings them ſafe into Port, and then, in reguital, this 
brutal and inhuman Crew /ecrethy conſpire againſt, and beat, bruize, and drive their Pilot and Pre/erver out of the Ship, 


This, Sir, to me is an uncommon Caſe, and excites Horror and Indignation, in the Generality of this Town, | 


who ought not to be anſwerable for the Acts of a few. | 8 : 

The Conteſt being thus begun, the firſt Point to be gain'd was the annual Officers at Michaelmaſs; before which 
Day, let me obſerve, the Candidate was chang'd, from the Miniſter's Son to another Miniſter's Nephew, Mr. 
Moſtyn.. On the zoth of September came on the Election of annual Officers, at which Time the Election of Co- 
roners is a Tryal of the Strength of the Town; ſo the greateſt Puſh was made on both Sides, on that Occaſion, 
for the Coroners can make the Bailiffs : Two Perſons were put up on each Side, and after the greateſt Struggle, 
the Election was carry'd by Mr. B 's Friends, by a conſiderable Majority; who, according to the Cuſtom, 
conſtituted twelve Electors, to chooſe two Bailiffs; this done, the Electors were lock'd up in the Hall, or 
Conclave, as the News-writers term'd it ; who after a Siting or Impriſonment of fix Weeks, without coming to any 
Election, ſeven of the twelve, ſeeing no End of their Confinement, got out of the Hall and diſpers'd, and the Day 
after this Diſperſion (by the- Advice of the greateſt Lawyers in the Kingdom) the Coroners, with 24 of the Com- 
munity, aſſembled, in purſuance of the Statute 11. George I. and conſtituted twelve other Electors, who immedi- 
ately choſe Mr. Thomas Coulſon and Mr. Robert Go/and Bailiffs, in the ſame Intereſt with the Coroners. Rs 

By what paſs'd upon this Election, it was evident the Cuſtom Houſe Officers, with three or four others (ten in 
Number) who always vote together, would be the Ballance of the Election, and for ſecuring thoſe ten great 


Efforts were made Above, (not by Mr. B.- „for I believe he ſought to none but his Friends or Party in the 


Town, commonly call'd the Forolers, who ſtuck faſt and faithfully to their Engagement) but, as we have ſince under 


_ ſtood, between L--- C and a third Perſon, not then known or heard of amongſt us : At length thele ten 
were given to Mr, Laſcells, and Mr. B------ then ſeeing it impoſſible to carry the Election, and being on all Sides 


oppos'd, and quite tir d out, gave up to Mr. Laſcelli, who hath fince been elected with general Satisfaction, to the 
Confuſion of theſe Human V-rm-n, and pious Caſtle-builders Hebden, Leven, and Armſtrong, whom hencefor- 
ward all Gentleman wilh ſet a Mark on; and I'll anſwer for it, my virtuous Neighbours will never more find 
another Gentleman to dupe, abuſe, and rob. This is the ſhort Account of our Election, many other Particulars 
there are relating to it, which highly deſerve publick Notice, and of which I'm inform'd a much better Pen than 
mine will give an Account at large. Fo... : | WT 5 
Surely, Sir, ſome preverſe, malignant Fate hath deſtin'd this unhappy Town to be always in Broils. We w/e 
refus'd the Borough heretofore, when offer'd, and they who got it from us have as wi/e/y loſt it, when they might 
have kept it: But to ſay the Truth, Cauſes may be aſſign'd for our Diſtractions, for which the Town is not gene- 


rally anſwerable; for it is clear to every one, our Feuds and Combuſtions are principally owing to the fatal 


Allurements which ſpring from Pl-c-s and S---e----1 Seats in P- t. 


HI TAR: 


